
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 18 August 2010] 

 p5736b-5738a 
Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Mark McGowan; Speaker 

 [1] 

EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY — RESOURCES 

423. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Emergency Services: 

The minister has justified the 30 per cent increase in the emergency services levy over the past two years by 
contending that it is critically important to properly fund and resource our emergency services.  

(1) How can the minister explain that fewer shifts are being manned at fire stations, meaning that vital 
emergency equipment and appliances are offline for significant periods? 

(2) Does the minister consider it satisfactory that, despite netting an additional $38 million from the ESL, 
critical infrastructure such as the Fremantle port has been left exposed for periods or industrial areas 
like Osborne Park are left vulnerable because equipment is not online? 

(3) Does the minister consider it satisfactory that career firefighters are staying back to staff these 
appliances despite not being paid? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(3) I thank the member for the question. I have been waiting for this sort of question from the member for 
Girrawheen for the past week or so because it is quite apparent to me that the member has become a 
very compliant mouthpiece for the fire union and this question has almost certainly come from that 
union. 

Recently, we have seen — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Are you denying that appliances have been taken offline? 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Albany! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Nobody cares more than I do about fire officers and the way they do their job, the 
protection of the community and the valuable work they do.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: You clearly aren’t listening to them, because that’s what they are telling me. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: If the member wants an answer to the question, I suggest she sits quietly and I will give 
her the answer. 

Occasionally, appliances have to be decommissioned. That does not mean that they are taken out of the system 
completely; it means that they are decommissioned for perhaps 24 hours.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: They are not available for shifts. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is normally because there are not enough fresh firefighters able to take on that shift. 
Some firefighters have been doing not only one, but two and in some cases three shifts. They are long shifts. 
Quite frankly, that is not a good operational tool to have within the Fire and Emergency Services Authority 
because of concerns about fatigue. The union wants to ensure that its members get as much overtime as possible.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: They are concerned about the safety of Western Australians.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I have no concerns about their safety. The scaremongering that has been going on by the 
union and the compliant mouthpiece that it now has in the member for Girrawheen —  

Point of Order 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I refer to standing order 92, which states that imputations of improper motive are 
disorderly other than by substantive motion. I ask that the minister withdraw what he said on two occasions and 
answer the question in a straightforward and simple manner.  

The SPEAKER: I direct the Minister for Emergency Services to answer the question.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: When appliances are decommissioned—the member for Girrawheen knows this; if she 
does not, she should know—other fire appliances within that station are ready to respond. The Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority executive does a risk assessment, and neighbouring fire stations —  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You don’t know what you’re talking about; you’re an embarrassment. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland! We do not need to hear you interject every time a minister 
answers a question. I formally call you to order for the second time.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: As I was saying, FESA’s executive looks at the situation and does a risk assessment. It 
tries to ensure that its firefighters do not suffer from fatigue, which is why it orders some fire officers to leave 
the fire station. The union has told those fire officers to stay even though they have completed their shifts.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: Because it’s concerned about public safety.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I assure the member that public safety is of paramount importance to me. I am convinced 
that FESA —  

Ms M.M. Quirk: That’s why you take specialised equipment offline. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Specialised equipment is always available to be used. People can be called on 
immediately if need be. Neighbouring fire stations will administer any assistance that is needed. There have been 
no incidents during the past few weeks when appliances have been decommissioned. If a fire station has three 
fire appliances, it might decommission one because it does not have enough fire officers to fully complement 
that appliance. Other stations assume responsibility if needed and can send fire officers very quickly. This 
government has spent more money on appliances, fire equipment, fire stations and personnel with the extra 102 
extra firefighters that FESA will be employing —  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: That comes from the ESL.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Some of it does, but a lot of money has come out of consolidated revenue. This 
government is committed to ensure that we have not only more firefighters but also strategic operation centres in 
the areas in which they are needed, which is why we are opening a new one in the south west, as the member 
would be aware. Both the government and FESA have nothing to be ashamed of. Given the enormous problems I 
have had with the secretary of the Western Australian branch of the United Firefighters Union of Australia—he 
has not been truthful—I refuse to have any further meetings with him.  
 


